
WPWDB Meeting Agenda  
March омǎǘ, 2025 

WPWDB Office  
Martinsville, Virginia

 4:00 p.m.  

Agenda 
Welcome/Call to Order………………………………….………………………………………… Adam Wright, Chair 

Roll Call (24 total, need 13 for quorum) 

Welcome Guests……………………………………………..…………………………………………......Adam Wright, Chair
Call for Public Comment…………………………………………………………………………………Adam Wright, Chair
Items for Approval: 

• Minutes from November 12, 2024
• WPWDB Bylaws
• bŜǿ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ aŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ !ǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ /ƘŀƛǊ

Financial Report - Brandon Martin

• Approval of Financial Reports

Adam Wright
Blake Shumate
Corrie Bobe
David Collins
Debra Buchanan
Harrison Wicks
Jason Davis
Jess Wade

 

Jim Daniel
John Moody
John Parkinson
Julie Brown
Lori Fox
Kay Pagans
Mark Powers
Marsha Mendenhall

 

Mike Minter
Rhonda Hodges
R J Weaver
Dr. Shannon Hair
Sharon Barksdale
Tim Clark
Tora Terry
Tory Shepherd 

• Business Engagement………………………………………………………………… Rhonda Hodges 
• Quality Assurance………………………………………………………………………. 
• Community Engagement……………………………………………………………Jason Davis 
• Youth Council……………………………………………………………………………..Blake Shumate 

Old Business
New Business 
Committee Reports 

CEO & Ross: Region Reports 
Save the Date:  June 9, 2025
Adjourn 



West Piedmont Workforce Development Board – 

Meeting Minutes 

November 12th, 2024 - WPWDB Office

Present: Adam Wright, Blake Shumate, Debra Buchanan, Jason Davis,  Julie Brown, 
Lori Fox, Mark Powers, Rebecca Adcock, Rhonda Hodges, RJ Weaver, Sharon 
Barksdale(V), 

Guests: Brandon Martin (Mallard & Mallard), Kim Turner  (Ross), 

Staff: Tyler Freeland (CEO), Jael Rosas, Robbie Knight, Lavinia Wingfield

Mr. Wright called the meeting to order. Roll call established quorum. There were no public 

comments. The Board began by reviewing the September 23, 2024 meeting minutes. Mr. Powers 
made a motion to approve the minutes; Ms. Buchanan seconded; the motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Wright shared the Local Plan would be circulated for the public after the first meeting of 
2025. Ms. Higdon, Ms. Adcock , Ms. Fontaine and Ms. Terry are no longer serving on the Board. 
The Board reviewed the applications of Mr. Harrison Wicks and Ms. Kay Pagans. Mr. Davis 
moved to approve the nominations, Ms. Buchanan seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 
Mr. Martin of Mallard and Mallard presented the financial reports through September 2024.  
Ross operational spending was at 23.14%, ideal spending being 25%. Training spending was at 
15.35%, ideal spending being 25%. Mr. Martin stated training spending was slightly underspent 
while operational spending was on target. Both the WEX and the Adult/DW training benchmarks 
were met as of September 30, 2024. The Stifel balance is $109,549.44. The year-to-date grant 
income is $39,476.85. Mr. Martin and Ms. Wingfield were expecting a draft of the PY 23-24 
audit. Mr. Martin stated that "everything is in good shape financially. There are no red flags at 
the moment." Mr. Powers moved to approve the financial report, Ms. Barksdale seconded. The
motion passed unanimously.

The Committee Reports followed. Ms. Hodges, Business Engagement Committee, shared a brief 
summary of Business Services activities. Mr. Knight has been very busy with Business Services 
in our region. Robbie and other WPWDB team members have been working with HR 
management team at SOVAH Health to discuss opportunities. Mr. Knight continues to be 
actively engaged with local job fairs. Mr. Davis, Community Engagement Committee, shared the 
airport continues to support youth interested in a career in aviation and had many kids attend a 
Halloween party at the airport. Mr. Shumate, Youth Committee, no report at the time. There was 
no old business or new business. 

Ms. Turner shared the Ross performance update. Adult enrollment is at 95% of the goal. DW is 
at 50% of the goal. Youth was at 36% of the goal. The TANF Workforce grant started in 
September and had 17 enrollments at the time. The YouthBuild program was at the one year 
mark and was expected to meet enrollment goals.  Ms. Turner reviewed all grant enrollments. 
Ms. Turner also shared success stories. Mr. Wright thanked Ms. Turner for performance report.



Mr. Knight, Business Services, gave a brief overview of Business Services activities. He is 
working to schedule Rapid Response debriefings regarding closings in our area and planned to 
attend an economic announcement the next day. Mr. Freeland informed the Board of a $3 
million proposal submitted to Harvest for a 3 year program. Mr. Wright thanked all staff for 
their hard work. Ms. Barksdale moved to adjourn; seconded by Ms. Buchanan. The motion 
passed unanimously and the meeting adjourned.


































































































































